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The Best Prospects 


Since there is a good deal of nominal. inherited, and denatured Chris- 
tianity in our churches, some people feel that we ought to evangelize 
many of our church members for the first time. We cannot take for 
granted that they are Christian. The best prospects for evangelism 
are in our church memberships. { It is difficult to evangelize a genera- 
tion of people who are habituated to the forms of Christianity, but 
who lack a vital experience of its power. .. . The Christianity of our 
churches, however successful and cultured, simply does not produce 
the vital and radical realities of conviction, decision and commitment. 
. . . Tco many churches have no decidedly Christian members. . . . 
{ A real evangelism would have to aim at Christianizing the churches 
and at offering a deeper diagnosis of the sickness unto death of modern 
secular society—ELMER G. HomRIGHAUSEN of Princeton Seminary 


at the Pre-Assembly Conference on Evangelism in Charlotte, N. C. 
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ONE MOTHER ‘ 


By KENNETH 


“Reject not your mother’s teaching.” 
Proverbs 1:8. 


ANY SENTIMENTAL WORDS 

will be said this Mother’s Day 
about how sweet mothers are. But some 
mothers are salty—some of the best. The 
Bible does not speak of a mother’s sweet- 
ness, only of her wisdom. It is thirty 
years since my own mother died, and 
having grown older now by some years 
than eithey g& gy parents ever were, it 
is possible to speak of them with detach- 
ment but with attachment too. So I may 
be allowed a few,most inadequate words 
about the first of ‘the two mothers I have 
known best in this world. 

Some of her qualities, fh some of the 
circumstances which helped’ shape her as 
a human being, were of course so peculiar 
to herself that not much can be learned 
from them. They do not represent a wis- 
dom to be handed on, nor an example to 
be followed; they were her share of those 
given factors in life, of which each must 
accept his own portion. Her girlhood on 
a farm, for instance, which gave her a 
lifelong love of the open air, an under- 
standing of plants and animals (and she 
taught agriculture with more enthusiasm 
than arithmetic, we thought) and a true 
love of the land, is now the background 
of fewer and fewer Americans. Her pro- 
fession of teaching, which she followed, 
with some intervals, for thirty-five years, 
is not for everyone. With two brief ex- 
ceptions, she was my only teacher, for 
all subjects, up to two years before enter- 
ing college, and my debt to her is enor- 
mous. But that is a story in itself. Her 
sense of humor was likewise her own; 
not the gay rollicking humor of our father, 
but the special brand that came from her 
New England ancestors, quietly observ- 
ant, and on occasion devastating. She 
could puncture more stuffed shirts and 
prick more ballooning egos with single 
phrases than most people can. But this 
also is a gift; one cannot learn it. 


HE ALSO had qualities that all 

good mothers have to some degree. 
She was, for instance, a very hard work- 
er. She could drive her students and they 
would not resent it because they knew 
she worked harder than they did. She 
belonged to the tribe of 
“Joshua, the son of Nun, 

He never quit till the work was done.” 
Further, she played no favorites. If at 
any time a pupil or one of her own chil- 
dren received more attention than others, 
it was not that she loved that one above 
the rest, but that he or she was particularly 
in need of help. Her own children could 
be in her classes year after year without 
ever being called ““Teacher’s pet” because 
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everybody knew she leaned over backward 
to pass out the harder assignments and 
the more severe punishments to her own 
children. And she never ceased to be 
constructively critical of her children in 
later years. 

But there were, also, facets of her char- 
acter which were all her own, part of her 
distinctiveness as a person, which may 
not have been entirely easy even for her, 
which not everyone possesses, but which 
all could have if they tried hard enough, 
and which would probably improve most 
of us. 


NE OF THESE special traits was 
an extraordinarily wide range of in- 
terests, and therefore of reading. She 
lived all her life in small places, but 
mentally she was a citizen of the wide 
world. She had a scientific turn of mind, 
with a passion for accurate observing and 
precise reporting. From her reading she 
treasured aphorisms from all sorts of 
minds on all sorts of subjects, a common- 
place-book her descendants are still 
mining. In church she was, of course, a 
spark-plug for foreign missions. She 
could always tell you about the foreign 
policy of our country, and what she 
thought of it. If she were living here 
today she would be an enthusiastic but 
not uncritical supporter of the United 
Nations Organization. “Living in a cor- 
ner” was her scornful phrase for narrow 
minds. 
Another notable quality in her was 
something none of us appreciated until 
after we were grown: a self-discipline 
so complete and so habitual that strangers 
sometimes thought her “cold.” She was 
far from cold; more like a well-insulated 
oven on which you may lay your hand 
while the inside is flaming hot. As a girl 
she was emotional, tempestuous, with the 
natural temperament that often goes with 
a strong physique and (later in life) 
high blood pressure. But she had so 
organized and controlled her inner self 
that most people’s remaining impression 
of her was of an imperturbable calm. 
Sut the emotions were there. She be- 
lieved, indeed, that giving free way to 
emotions was a first step toward insanity. 
And she was a living refutation of the 
psychologists’ dogma that repressed emo- 
tions are poison. For her, they were a 
source of strength. There were occasions 
when she was unjustly treated, in small 
ways or serious; but I never saw any 
least sign of resentment or anger. But 
let someone else be the victim of injus- 
tice, and she became incandescent. For 
her own rights she would scarcely lift a 
finger; but when she went into action on 
behalf of some other victim, she was 
really an avenging angel. 


ET THIS can be understood only 

against a third essential trait, her 
religion. She made no brag about it, and 
what might be called mystical moods 
were rare, and her own. But one prayer 
of hers—I have no ida what it was about 
—had probably a deeper effect on me 
than any other one thing she said or did. 
It was the time I came on her unex- 
pecetdly, praying—alone. I knew she 
prayed at family worship, and in church 
(this was before we became Southern 
Presbvterians!), but this—? This was 
not official, not one of those Things Every 
Mother Does, this was something she 
hadn’t expected a child to discover, and 
did not know he did. She—the resource- 
ful, courageous, steady rock of Gibraltar, 
she the self-sufficient, the wise, the good 
—that she needed God enough to pray to 
to him, was a shock. From that time on 
I knew that the Christian faith is more 
than just something good for children 
and the weak and wicked. It is for the 
good and the wise and the strong. 

But it all goes back, I think, to the 
time when she first became a confessed 
Christian. She hung off till she was 
eighteen—quite late for that time and 
place. She felt she could never hold out. 
But a wise pastor convinced her that she 
did not have to hold out. Christ would 
hold out. She might indeed wonder about 
herself, but not about him. What she 
had to do was to let him take over. So 
she did. And she became a lifelong ex- 
ample of the Christian paradox, that 
those who trust most surely to God’s grace 
are those who, serene within that grace, 
toil most terribly as workers together 
with him. 








PRESBYTERIAN CALENDAR 


And Related Events 








NOTE—USS. refers to the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. (Southern); USA, to the 
Presbyterian Church, USA; NCC to the 
National Council of Churches; WCC to 
the World Council of Churches. 


MAY 

Bible Book-of-the-Month (USA), John. 

Hymn-of-the-Month (U.S.), O happy home, 
Hymnbook 455. 

May 11, Festival of the Christian Home 
(Mothers’ Day); Pensions Sunday 
(USA); Rural Life Sunday (NCC). 

May 18, Rural Life Sunday (U. S.). 

May 23-25, Centennial Celebrations, United 
Presbyterian Church of North America, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

May 25, Pentecost. Christian Unity Sun- 
day (NCC). 

May 26, Pre-Assembly Conference on 
Evangelism and Presbyterian Program, 
Pittsburgh. 

May 27, USA-U.P. General Assemblies. 

May 28, First General Assembly of the 
merged U.P.-USA Churches, Pittsburgh. 


JUNE 
Bible Book-of-the-Month (USA), Psalms, 
Book II (42-72). 
Hymn-of-the-Month (U.S.), All creatures 
of our God and King, Hymnbook 100. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class mail privileges authorized at Richmond. Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook 
Publishers Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except alternate weeks July and August and last week December. 
Telephone Milton 9-1371; night, ELgin 3-5554. 15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. 
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OLD IN SERVICE 


CONTINUING THE PRESBYTERIAN TRIBUNE 


NEW IN SPIRIT 
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VOTE OF CONFIDENCE IS GIVEN 


Program and Leaders of Assembly Are Sustained 


SUNDAY 


In his sermon before the General As- 
sembly, President Wallace M. Alston of 
Agnes Scott College warned that man 
may sin against the future by thinking 
of it and planning for it on too small a 
scale, or without an adequate design or 
without vital faith in God’s active pres- 
ence. In developing his topic, he said 
the sin against the future is to cramp 
it, or bankrupt it, or rob it—either 
through ignorance of God’s intention for 
it, or through deliberate disdain for his 
purpose.” 

In the afternoon session Walter R. 
Courtenay of Nashville, Tenn., chairman 
of the permanent Committee on Inter- 
church Relations, presented the fraternal 
delegates. Major portions of the greet- 
ings by J. Calvin Reid, of the Presby- 
terian Church, USA, and of Robert H. 
Meneilly, of the United Presbyterian 
Church, will appear here next week. 

Henry E. Pressly, of Charlotte, spoke 
for Associate Reformed Presbyterians 
and Professor Justin Vander Kolk, of 
New Brunswick Theological Seminary, 
brought greetings from the Reformed 
Church in America. 

Charles C. Parlin, a New York at- 
torney and a Methodist, represented the 
National and World Councils of 
Churches. He praised the contribution 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., as 
being “‘out of all proportion to your num- 
bers.” Mr. Parlin is a member of the 
central committee of the World Council 
and a vice-president of the National 
Council. Much of his talk dealt with his 
visit with other churchmen to Russia last 
year and of conditions which prevail in 
the Russian church. 

Sunday night Methodist Bishop Ar- 
thur J. Moore, of Atlanta, spoke to the 
Assembly on “The Redemptive Mission 
of the Church.” 


MONDAY MORNING 

Monday is always the hardest day of 
the week for most people associated with 
the Assembly. It begins with a breakfast 
for elders at 6:30 and this time its work 
was not terminated until after eleven 
o'clock that night. T. Mack Blackburn, 
Knoxville, Tenn., presided at the break- 
fast as the president of the Assembly’s 
Men’s Council. Marshall C. Dendy, ex- 
ecutive secretary of the Board of Christian 
Education, made the address on “Elders 


in the Service of Christ,” as he summoned 
them to ‘‘a life of fellowship with Christ, 
a life of learning from Christ, a life of 
service for Christ.” In this talk he said: 


“It has never occurred to me that a par- 
ent could ever be selective and favor one 
child at the expense of the other children. 
It never occurred to me as the pastor of 
a church, that any part of the work of the 
General Assembly was less than our work, 
or that we could veto a part of it because 
we didn’t happen to like it, or because of 
personal views in regard to it. Such an 
attitude breaks the fellowship of the 
church, limits the effectiveness of the pro- 
gram of the General Assembly, and has 
in it the seed for the disintegration of 
Presbyterianism. 

“I learned a thing once which has meant 
much to me. We had in a Session an 
elder who was against everything. He was 
constitutionally ‘opposed’ to anything dif- 
ferent or new. He could not always ad- 
vance rational reasons, but he advanced 
stubborn custom—We have never done 
this before.’ One of our great elders arose 
and said, ‘Years ago I learned that the 
way to build a business, a town, or the 
Kingdom of God was by being for some- 
thing instead of forever being against 
something.’ As elders in the church, we 
ought to debate fairly and fully the issues 
of the church. But when our General As- 
sembly has said, ‘This is the service we 
as the church propose for our people,’ it 
becomes a program of service to which 
I am ready to dedicate my resources. The 
only ground on which I would resist it 
would be a principle manifestly contrary 
to the Word of God and to the will of 
God.... 


“The General Assembly is not infallible 
and has never claimed to be, but the ac- 
tions of the General Assembly have a 
claim upon the services of the elders of 
the church.” 






INTERVIEW—While a photographer (left) looks on, the Moderator talks 


Bills and Overtures 

Following worship led by John Olert, 
Jr., of St. Joseph, Mo., the Assembly 
went to work at its major chore of clear- 
ing its docket of the reports of the stand- 
ing committees. First of the committees 
to report was that of Bills and Over- 
tures by John N. Thomas, of the faculty 
of Union Seminary of Virginia. 

In response to an inquiry as to the 
validity of Roman Catholic baptism, an 
action of the 1949 Assembly was reaf- 
firmed, recommending that Roman Cath- 
olic candidates for membership be re- 
ceived upon profession of faith. “If the 
candidate is satisfied with his baptism, at 
the discretion of the Session, his baptism 
may be deemed valid.” 

In response to a Charleston (S.C.) 
inquiry as to the eligibility of elders on 
inactive status to be elected as deacons, 
the Assembly said such a man may be 
elected a deacon a year after the close of 
his term as an elder. In installing men 
previcusly ordained as elders or deacons, 
the first four ordination questions are to 
be omitted. 

A committee is to be named by the 
Assembly’s Permanent Nominating Com- 
mittee to draw up a brief statement of the 
church’s faith. The committee is to re- 
port each year, with the final report, if 
possible, in 1961. The Assembly refused 
to grant a Winchester (Va.) Presbytery 
request that churches of larger member- 
ship be granted “a more equitable repre- 
sentation,” although at the present time 
churches of 1500 members are repre- 
sented by two elders and for each addi- 
tional 1,000 members, one more elder. 

The probability of a discussion of the 
proposal from Louisiana seeking an ex- 


ae 


to the press: Charles West, Associated Press; Roy Covington, Charlotte 
Observer; George Dugan, New York Times. 








tension of the church’s geographical bar- 
riers was avoided by having this referred 
to the Board of Church Extension for 
study. At the present time there are no 
specified geographical boundaries for the 
church. 

The Board of Church Extension will 
also study the possibility of creating a 
presbytery for Negro churches in Geor- 
gia. At the present time these are com- 
bined with Negro churches in the Caro- 
linas. At the level of synods and the 
Assembly and in other presbyteries where 
there are few Negro churches there is no 
distinction between Negro and white 
churches. 

Provision was made for churches en- 
gaged in the cooperative undertaking of 
a Larger Parish to call a minister through 
their representatives. 

An unusual procedure in the Assem- 
bly was the reception of a telegram from 
an individual which had not been offered 
previously throught the lower courts. 
Personal communications usually are re- 
ceived by an Assembly only if they have 
been presented to and denied by a lower 
court. A telegram from Dr. Luther Camp- 
bell, a dentist of Corpus Christi, Texas, 
said: 

“Many people in this area are disturbed 
over some of the churches that regard a 
European church form, the Roman Mass 
or the liturgy of the Reformers, as the 
form for worship. We are wondering if 
there will be any study by the General 
Assembly of this problem. ... The con- 
troversial statement has been made that 
the form of worship to which we are ac- 
customed is not Presbyterian and that we 
must all conform to this Reformed liturgy. 
We laymen need authoritative guidance 
if the Sessions are to be able to exert 
intelligent leadership over our congrega- 
tions.” 

The telegram specified several churches 
or individuals engaged in the practices 
protested, but these were not made known 
to the Assembly. The committee and the 
Assembly replied as follows: 

“The Standards of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. (Confession of Faith, 
Chapter 23, and Directory for Worship, 
Chapters 2-7, 10 and 12) set forth the ele- 
ments which should be included in public 
worship, such as, reading of the Scripture, 
song, prayer, preaching of the Word, wor- 
ship by offerings and sacraments. They do 
not, however, prescribe any historic litur- 
gical form, or fixed form of worship, nor do 
they prohibit the use of such, as long as 
it is in keeping with the Evangelical faith. 
Since the Assembly now has an ad interim 
committee working on a proposed revision 
in the Directory for Worship, the tele- 
gram is referred to this committee for 
study and any recommendations it cares 
to make.” 


Double-Predestination 

Major discussion in connection with 
this report involved a request from the 
Presbytery of Brazos (Texas) calling for 
deletion of sections III, IV and VII 
from Chapter 3 of the Confession of 
Faith which deal with what is included 
in double-predestination—condemnation 
of the non-elect. The committee rec- 
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ommended, and the Assembly finally ap- 
proved, a negative answer, but it was 
made clear that the Assembly did not 
necessarily intend to sustain the state- 
ments as they now appear in the Con- 
fession of Faith. 

When asked why the negative reply 
was recommended, the chairman said that 
it expressed no desire to defend a doc- 
trine condemning some men to everlast- 
ing death. He said the removal of the 
specified pararaphs would not eradicate 
this doctrine from the Confession of 
Faith. If this is a cancerous growth on 
the Confession, the infection goes much 
deeper. This would take out only the 
three paragraphs that spell-out the teach- 
ing. John Calvin himself called this “a 
horrible decree,” though he held to it. 

Furthermore, said Dr. Thomas, to 
change the Confession in this way, would 
be like sewing a bit of cloth on an old 
garment and would result in an incon- 
sistent document. He said his own pref- 
erence would be one of two things: (1) 
to see a good committee appointed to 
revise the whole Confession, or better, 
(2) to draw up a new Confession and 
leave this monument of Reformed thought 
of the 17th century untampered with any 
further. 

John A. MacLean, Melbourne, Fla., 
asked Dr. Thomas from the floor: “Do 
you and other professors in the theo- 
logical seminaries teach your students 
that these extreme statements are in con- 
formity with the Scriptures?” 

Dr. Thomas said he could not speak 
for others, but that he personally did not, 
whereupon Dr. MacLean said, “If the 
theological professors can’t teach them 
to their students, they ought to be re- 
moved.” 

The Moderator said it was not clear 
whether Dr. MacLean meant the state- 
ments or the professor should be removed, 
and the Assembly laughed, whereupon 
Dr. MacLean said he meant that the 
paragraphs should be removed. 

Dr. MacLean then made a statement 
in line with efforts which he has spon- 
sored for many years and about which 
he has written in THE PRESBYTERIAN 
OvUTLOOK, saying that these teachings 
go farther than John Calvin ever went, 
or Paul in his letter to the Romans, and 
actually deny some of the most beautiful 
and important portions of the Scriptures. 
This emphasis, he said, would paralyze 
the spirit of missions and evangelism 
and he believes that to some extent it 
has had such an effect on the Presbyte- 
rian Church in making it difficult to 
reach certain groups that seem not to 
have been attracted to the church. These 
things also, he said, seep down into the 
subconsciousness of young ministers. If 
these teachings are perpetuated, we might 
as well wipe out the great invitations of 
the Scripture. 

He offered a substitute motion to urge 
the committee drawing up the brief state- 


ment of faith to give special attention to 
these paragraphs. 

G. Aiken Taylor, Alexandria, La., said 
Presbyterians do not accept the possi- 
bility of there being any innocent people. 
These truths have been written and 
spelled-out for twenty centuries, he said, 
as he read from Romans 9. Many Chris- 
tians do not subscribe to the doctrine of 
predestination and it is no reflection on 
them. The General Assembly has the 
right to state that it does not accept the 
doctrine of predestination, but it would 
remove the church from the mainstream 
of Christianity. 

The substitute motion was voted down 
and debate continued as Polk Moffett, 
Duncan, Okla., said he did not believe 
this over-emphasis should be continued. 

Dr. Thomas, making an explanation 
of his own personal position, said he did 
not teach that these paragraphs are 
Biblical. He said there are many pas- 
sages in the Scripture that can be ad- 
duced in their support, the strongest of 
which, he said, is in Romans 9 but in 
Romans 11 and elsewhere, another side 
to the question is to be found. The doc- 
trine is not unambiguously clear in the 
Scriptures. The Assembly appeared to 
support the reasons offered by Dr. Thom- 
as for not recommending revision and 
by voice vote the negative answer to 
Brazos Presbytery was approved. 


General Council 

Emmett B. McGukin, Lynchburg, Va., 
chairman of the General Council, made 
a statement for the Council, paying trib- 
ute to the leadership of Dr. Patton for 15 
years, pleading for a greater share of 
gifts for Assembly’s benevolences, and 
for full support of the Equalization 
Fund. The latter, he said, must operate 
because “we have not yet made up our 
minds to be as generous with General 
Assembly Benevolences as we are at the 
local level. . . . If the General Assembly 
causes are not yours, they do not belong 
to anybody.” 

The program of the Assembly and the 
executives of its agencies, he said, deserve 
the confidence and prayers of the church 
at all times. 

J. Cecil Lawrence, Charlotte, N. C., 
presenting the General Council’s report, 
offered a budget for 1959 of $9,062,622 
which was adopted. 

Churches were urged to consider in- 
cluding at least two women on budget 
and finance committees. Other recom- 
mendations as offered by the General 
Council were approved almost routinely. 
Special attention was given to the Equali- 
zation Fund which has been attacked in 
some quarters and was the subject of 
some overtures. The Assembly said: 


“The Equalization Fund... has now 
been thoroughly tried and is proving most 
effective. It has not only relieved the 
critical conditions of the agencies of the 
General Fund, but for several years has 
been of help to two of the boards.” 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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In response to an overture from the 
Synod of Texas calling for an ad interim 
study of maximum reserves required 
and/or permitted to be held by the agen- 
cies and other matters related to reserve 
funds, the Assembly pointed to a study 
being made within the General Council 
which is to be reported to the 1959 As- 
sembly. 

Two Central Mississippi overtures at- 
tacking the literature and agencies of 
the church were answered by saying: 

“The Assembly trusts the agencies of 
the church in their field of responsibility 
to be faithful to the standards of our 
church, and believe that they will con- 
tinue to abide by these standards in liter- 
ature and plans.” 

There were only a few votes registered 
by voice in opposition to this. 


Judicial Business 

The report on judicial business was 
offered by General Joseph B. Frazer, 
Hinesville, Ga. This committee ha@ pre- 
viously requested the Assembly to have 
two commissions to hear the complaints 
of Thompson L. Casey against the Synod 
of Florida, and of Thomas B. Hoover, 
Jr., against the Synod of South Carolina. 
As later reported by the commissions, the 
complaints were not sustained in either 
case. 

In the Florida case, however, the com- 
mission declared that the synod did not 
keep complete records of the case and it 
was reminded of the necessity of keeping 
such complete records as required by the 
Book of Church Order. 

The Assembly approved a recommen- 
dation that candidates for the ministry 
from the Independent Presbyterian 
Church of Savannah, Ga., may be re- 
ceived under the care of Savannah Pres- 
bytery although this church is not a mem- 
ber of the presbytery. Five members of 
the standing committee recorded negative 
votes. 

The Central Mississippi effort urging 
the Assembly “‘to take such steps as are 
proper to see that agency secretaries and 
others in places of leadership in the con- 
duct of its affairs uphold the dignity and 
sanctity of our church” was answered in 
the negative. Dr. Scott, the Stated Clerk, 
suggested that a fuller reply might be 
made, indicating that the Assembly feels 
that the secretaries have upheld the dig- 
nity of the church, but as is often the 
case in amending reports on the floor this 
was passed over, obviously because the 
Assembly felt the blunt negative was suf- 
ficient. 


MONDAY AFTERNOON 


After worship led by Warren B. Gaw, 
York, S. C., the Assembly faced a major 
task in the revision of the Form of Gov- 
ernment (OvutTLook, April 14). This 
turned out to be a far simpler chore than 
was anticipated because, after brief dis- 
cussion and without reading the 36-page 
printed report, it was referred as a whole 
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to the presbyteries where they are asked 
to record what they approve together with 
their suggestions in regard to what they 
disapprove. 

An overture providing that Presbyte- 
rian, USA, ministers may moderate ses- 
sions of U. S. churches which they are 
serving temporarily was recommended to 
the ad interim committee which is ex- 
pected to incorporate the idea, perhaps 
expanding it to include ministers of other 
Reformed churches as well. It was 
pointed out that with the inevitable delay 
in procedure it will not be expected that 
a completed book will result until sev- 
eral years have passed. 

Representation of presbyteries in the 
Assembly was reduced, as had been rec- 





CELTIC CROSS—The retiring Moderator, 
Dr. Elliott (right), presents the cross that is 
handed on to each Mcderator. 


ommended, so that now presbyteries will 
have one minister and elder commissioner 
for each 5,000 communicants. This is 
expected to reduce the size of General 
Assembly meetings by approximately one- 
fifth. 


Ministers’ Commission 


The most persistent struggle in con- 
nection with the Book of Church Order 
related to an effort to retain the Commis- 
sion on the Minister and His Work, but 
this was defeated 254-156. D. P. Mc- 
Geachy, Jr., Clearwater, Fla., urged that 
it be kept and offered the basic motion. 
J. Malcolm Murchison, Concord, N. C., 
chairman of the standing committee on 
the Minister and His Work, spoke for 
that committee and for the permanent 
committee urging that it be kept. 

Vernon S. Broyles, who was presenting 
the ad interim report on Book of Church 
Order revisions, said the committee had 
received more mail about this feature 
than anything else, that the arrangement 
seemed to concentrate more power than 
the Presbyterian system warrants, and 
that there appeared to be enough abuse 
of the commission in its present form 
to warrant the amendment. It has been 
in operation approximately 20 years. 


R. Graham White, secretary of the As- 
sembly’s permanent committee on the 
Minister and His Work said that mis- 
takes made in the past 20 years can be 
recognized and that more will be made 
even if there is a change from a com- 
mission to a committee, but for every 
mistake there are many cases where the 
commission had been of great service. 
Eight synod conferences of people re- 
sponsible for this work in recent months 
have expressed disapproval of any 
change. 

James A. Millard, Jr., Austin, Texas, 
who was later in the afternoon to be 
elected Stated Clerk of the Assembly, 
spoke in connection with the proposed 
revision. He said the Committee on the 
Minister and His Work would retain the 
heart of the present plan and that the 
only thing lacking would be the power 
to make a judicial decision where diffi- 
culties arise. The presbytery could name 
such a commission if this were desired. 

Iain Wilson, Baltimore, Md., asked a 
question which no one could answer. The 
revision calls for the Committee on the 
Minister and His Work to report to the 
presbytery annually “the nature of the 
work in which each minister of the 
presbytery is engaged, to the end that the 
presbytery may more effectively require 
its ministers to devote themselves dili- 
gently to their sacred calling, as provided 
in the rules of discipline.” 

Dr. Wilson asked: ‘Who will make 
the report on the nature of the work en- 
gaged in by the members of the commit- 
tee?” 

William Crowe, Jr., Roswell, Ga., 
offered an amendment which was ac- 
cepted, calling for the report to be sub- 
jected to editorial revision before it goes 
to the presbyteries, pointing to a number 
of inconsistencies in phrasing and com- 
position, 

When the vote on the revision was 
taken, there appeared to be only a hand- 
ful of people expressing any opposition. 


Assembly’s Office 


Thomas W. Currie, Jr., reported for 
the Office of the General Assembly. Trib- 
ute was paid Dr. Scott, Archie C. Smith, 
and Miss Princie Maphet, and others who 
work in the office, by the Moderator. A 
Greenbrier Presbytery overture urged that 
the Assembly ordinarily meet at Mon- 
treat. This was answered by calling on 
the committee on the Office of the Gen- 
eral Assembly to note the 1949 action 
saying that the Assembly should seek 
to meet at least every other year at some 
place other than Montreat. The difficulty 
in recent years has come about in the 
advanced meeting of the Assembly (for- 
merly late in May) before the college 
term is closed. For an April meeting not 
enough facilities are open (and heated) 
to enable the summer conference center 
to care for the Assembly adequately. 

As requested by the Historical Foun- 
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dation, all ministers of the church are 
asked to send a photograph of themselves 
to that institution. 

The regular meeting time of the Gen- 
eral Assembly was set as the fourth 
Thursday in April. Next year’s meeting 
place had already been selected as the 
Druid Hills church in Atlanta, Ga. 

Per capita assessments for 1959 were 
set at 18 cents plus one cent for the ex- 
penses of the Centennial Committee. This 
was later increased by two cents more in 
connection with an important world Pres- 
byterian meeting in Brazil next year 
where 20 Presbyterians, U. S., are to be 
sent (see Interchurch Relations). 

In connection with the election of a 
Stated Clerk to succeed Dr. Scott who 
will reach his 70th birthday July 24, 
1959, W. Edwin Hemphill. Richmond, 
Va., spoke for the permanent committee 
which recommended the election of James 
A. Millard, Jr., of the faculty of Austin 
(Texas) Theological Seminary. There 
was no other nomination and Dr. Mil- 
lard was elected unanimously. He has 
not indicated his acceptance of this office. 

Representatievs of the American Bible 
Society spoke briefly to the Assembly 
stressing the service of this agency to the 
blind and exhibiting a 20-volume Braille 


Bible. 
World Missions 


J. Herndon McCain, Birmingham, 
Ala., reported for the standing committee 
on World Missions. Major recommenda- 
tions offered by the Board (Outlook, 
Apr. 21) were adopted as recommended. 
Tribute was paid Executive Secretary C. 
Darby Fulton upon the completion of 40 
vears service with the Board, 25 of which 
have been an executive secretary. D. J. 
Cumming was commended upon 40 years 
of combined service as a missionary and 
as the present Educational Secretary of 
the Board. 

The report pointed out that there 
should be “one missionary for every 1,000 
members of our church, and the corre- 
sponding financial support for their 
work.” 

Most lively effort in regard to this 
report concerned the attempted substitu- 
tion of other names for some of the nom- 
inees to the Board of World Missions. 
The proposal was made by Thomas W. 
Currie, Jr., Bellaire, Texas, with sup- 
port from Paul Tudor Jones, Memphis, 
Tenn., who nominated Brigadier-General 
Joseph B. Frazer, Hinesville, Ga., and 
Frank W. Price, director of the Mission- 
ary Research Library, New York (an 
agency serving all denominations), a for- 
mer Moderator of the General Assembly. 
These were proposed in place of Henry 
Edward Russell, Montgomery, Ala., and 
L. Nelson Bell, Montreat, N. C., who 
concluded the nine-year service limit a 
year ago and were proposed again by the 
Nominating Committee. The retiring 
Moderator, Dr. Elliott, was nominated 
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also after a similar term and limit of 
service, but background information had 
it that he was particularly desired by the 
Board to serve as its chairman. 

General Frazer is a former president 
of the Assembly’s Men’s Council and in 
addition to extensive overseas duty he 
has had a number of leading assignments 
in the church. Dr. Price’s strategic posi- 
tion and relationships with the entire 
World Mission movement in addition to 
his own experience as a missionary were 
underscored as potential assets for the 
Board. 

Dr. Jones stressed the importance of 
following the principle embodied in the 
limited tenure and said a return to the 
soard after only one year off would de- 
feat the principle of rotation. The church 
is not embarrassed by lack of leadership, 
but instead there are many capable per- 
sons who are not being used. The two 
nominees would contribute many assets 
greatly needed. 

Lardner W. Moore, a missionary to 
Japan, moved that the amended proposal 
be referred to the standing committee on 
World Missions, but this was not done. 


DR. CURRIE—Pro- 
posed a substitute. 


At this point the procedure became 
involved. Dr. Currie asked the Modera- 
tor if a substitute motion embodying the 
change in the nominees would be ac- 
ceptable and he was assured that it would 
be. He so moved. 

J. Wayte Fulton, chairman of the 
Nominating Committee, came forward to 
‘tress the “great unanimity in the Nom- 
inating Committee” on behalf of the 
original nominees. He said the commit- 
tee operates under a manual and that dif- 
ferent considerations are given weight. 
He said he thought the two added names 
had never been submitted to the per- 
manent committee and that if a beginning 
is made in changing the report submitted 
by the Nominating Committee it might 
be like “unraveling a ball” that would 
involve and complicate a number of situ- 
ations. 

Marvin K. Compher, Richmond, Va., 
said many excellent things can be said 
for the seven original nominees. Thirty- 
five members on the standing committee 
and nine on the Nominating Committee 
had canvassed the situation carefully and 
the wisdom of the nine and the 35 ought 
to be considered. 

At this point Judge Leon F. Hen- 
dricks of Jackson, Miss., challenged the 
correctness of the Moderator’s decision 
in allowing the substitute motion. The 


Moderator appealed to the Assembly and 
his action in allowing the substitute was 
voted down 208-176 just as the time for 
recess came. 


MONDAY EVENING 


After an abbreviated presentation of 
Church Extension by Executive Secre- 
tary P. D. Miller and of the Presbyterian 
Foundation by John R. Cunninghan, the 
Assembly went into another business ses- 
sion, seeking to solve the problems con- 
nected with the World Missions Board 
nominees. 

Dr. Murchison moved a reconsidera- 
tion on the grounds that he had been 
mistaken in his judgment of the pro- 
cedure, that the Stated Clerk had given 
him permission to state to the Assembly 
that the procedure which had been ruled 
out of order was customary in the Gen- 
eral Assembly amd should have been 
allowed. 

Géneral Frazer arose to say, “Never 
in my 62 years have I been the center of 
controversy and I would not like to be 
now.” He said he would consider it a 
great honor and privilege to be on the 
Board of World Missions, but he felt that 
for the sake of harmony his name should 
be withdrawn. 

Dr. Currie said it was not his intention 
to make anybody a center of controversy, 
but General Frazer is a “wonderful man 
and we should claim his services.” He 
declined to withdraw the name. 

On a voice vote the motion to recon- 
sider was declared defeated, whereupon 
mimeographed ballots containing the 
names of the nine nominees were dis- 
tributed with the seven receiving the 
highest votes to be elected. 

While these were being distributed 
Keith R. Crim, a missionary to Japan, 
speke in support of the election of Dr. 
Bell. 

When the votes were tabulated the re- 
sults were shown as follows: Dr. Elliott, 
430; A. H. Hollingsworth, Roanoke, Va., 
406; Mrs. J. W. Witherspoon, Beckley, 
W. Va., 399; Mrs. W. Tate Bird, Shel- 
byville, Ky., 390; G. Lamar Westcott, 
Dalton, Ga., 378; Dr. Bell, 279; General 
Frazer, 266; Dr. Russell, 258; Dr. Price, 
244. 

At the conclusion of the report Wil- 
liam McElwee Miller, of Teheran, Iran, 
delivered a brief, but stirring address on 
the challenge of the Moslem world. Dr. 
Miller went to Iran 40 years ago under 
the Presbyterian, USA, Board of Foreign 
Missions, but he has continued his mem- 
bership in the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
where he grew up, and he is a member 
of Lexington Presbytery. He described 
something of the difficulties to be faced 
in attempting to reach Mohammedans 
and the urgent need to have missionary 
volunteers for this service. He congratu- 
lated the Assembly upon its recent be- 
ginning in association in the work in 
Iraq. 
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Annuities and Relief 

John T. McVay, Huntington, W. Va., 
elder, reported for the standing commit- 
tee on Annuities and Relief. The com- 
mittee reported to the Assembly that the 
Board has ended its “temporary modifi- 
cation” of certain rules in 1949 which 
had been hoped would liberalize some of 
the Ministers’ Annuity Fund. The plan, 
it was said, did not work. A new plan 
(OvutLook, April 21) will now be fol- 
lowed, permitting a minister to serve as 
temporary supply for a period of three 
months each year without having his 
annuity suspended, but the church served 
must pay the 10 per cent annuity dues. 
For periods longer than this, the benefits 
from the Fund are suspended and regular 
payments to the Fund are required both 
from the church and the minister. 

A retired minister may serve a church 
or churches as Occasional Supply with- 
out having his annuity suspended, but 
he can do this for no longer than four 
consecutive Sundays, or one month. His 
annuity will continue under this arrange- 
ment, but there can be no contractual 
arrangement or regular schedule in op- 
eration. If he serves longer than this he 
must notify the Fund and the dues must 
be resumed. 

The results of the actuarial study 
(OuTLooK, April 21) ordered by the 
1957 Assembly were reported, showing 
that new funds of $2,250,000 with an 
increase in dues would be needed to 
change the basis of the present annuity 
program. Therefore, it was recommended, 
and the Assembly approved, that there 
be no change from a plan of annuity- 
upon-retirement to an automatic age-an- 
nulty system. 

A request by the Presbytery of Holston 
for the Board of Annuities and Relief to 
provide loans to churches for building 
purposes was answered in the negative. It 
was pointed out that additional staff 
would have to be added to care for this 
and, furthermore, that since the money 
held by the Board is in the nature of a 
trust fund such money should not be 
invested where foreclosures would be 
difficult or impossible. It was also 
pointed out that another board (Church 
Extension) makes funds available for 
building purposes. 


The Assembly adopted a recommenda- 
tion that calls upon churches using a 
retired minister as an ‘Occasional Sup- 
ply” to pay him travel expenses at the 
rate of eight cents per mile, plus a rea- 
sonable honorarium. 


In his talk in connection with the re- 
port, Charles J. Currie, the executive 
secretary, was asked why the Board had 
been so slow to liberalize provisions for 
retired ministers. His reply was that it 
had been protecting the financial strength 
of the Fund and that the Board had gone 
as far in this present step as actuarial 
studies will permit. 
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Interchurch Relations 

Interchurch Relations, by John W. 
Melton, Baton Rouge, La., had one of 
the shortest reports in many years with 
no controversial matter. Increased sup- 
port of the World Council of Churches 
was urged. 

Probably the most significant part of 
the report had to do with arrangements 
for the meeting of the World Presbyte- 
rian Alliance in Brazil next year. The 
permanent committee on Interchurch Re- 
lations is to choose 20 representatives 
(one-half ministers and one-half lay- 
men) to attend the Brazil meeting. Rep- 
resentatives are to be named also by the 
Brazil missions. The Assembly provided 
$15,000 to help the 20 representatives 
with their expenses. The funds were des- 
ignated erroneously to come from the 
General Council, but when this error was 
pointed out the Assembly voted by a 
margin of two votes (217-215) to make 
a two-cent additional tax for one year 
on each communicant to be paid in the 
“presbyterial tax”? through the Assembly’s 
office. 

July 6 was designated for a special 
offering for the Protestant Pavilion in 
Brussels, Belgium, at the World’s Fair. 

John W. Shoup, Elgin, Ill., had writ- 
ten the Assembly seeking to get informa- 
tion about the relationship of a church 
in that area becoming affiliated with the 
Presbyterian Church U. S. The commit- 
tee said it did not have enough informa- 
tion to deal with this question and asked 
the Stated Clerk to refer the letter of 
Mr. Shoup to a presbytery nearer his 
area. This was not spelled out in this 
way since the adopted reported only said 
“proper channels,” but the committee 
chairman said this was what was in mind. 

A communication of encouragement 
was approved to be sent to the Billy Gra- 
ham Crusade in San Francisco. 


Presbyterian Survey 

Milton W. Carothers, Tallahassee, 
Fla., reported on the Presbyterian Survey 
showing that 1600 churches are partici- 
pating in the Every Family Plan and that 
the current distribution is in the neigh- 
borhood of 170,000. Warner DuBose, 
Jr., Elkins, W. Va., chairman of the 
board of directors, called the Assembly’s 
action in connection with the Every Fam- 
ily Plan a notable step which has in- 
creased the participation of churches 
from 250 to the present number. He pre- 
sented the executive director, Theodore 
Pratt, who appealed for the Assembly’s 
support and said the test will come when 
renewals must be secured. 


Christian Education 

W. Edward McNair, Atlanta, Ga., 
gave the report on Christian Education 
shortly before eleven o’clock. The As- 
sembly was weary, but Dr. McNair was 
able to wake it up by his clear presenta- 
tion. Some matters in connection with 
the certification of Christian Education 


workers are to be clarified by the special 
committee that does the certifying. The 
Board of Christian Education and its 
staff were commended for their work in 
connection with all phases of their re- 
sponsibility and the use of Presbyterian 
materials was commended to all the 
churches. 

The current program seeking bequests 
and deferred gifts for Higher Education 
was heartily commended. 


TUESDAY MORNING 

Following worship, led by Iain Wil- 
son, Baltimore, Md., a report of the com- 
mittee appointed to draft a paper on 
“Freedom of the Pulpit” was presented 
by President Peyton N. Rhodes of South- 
western at Memphis. Named by the 
Moderator to serve with him on the com- 
mitee were Milton W. Carothers, James 
L. Fowle, and former Moderators W. E. 
Price and William M. Elliott, Jr. 

This report was made at the request of 
the permanent committee on the Minister 
and His Work. The report was adopted 
without amendment and with only two 
or three votes voiced in opposition. 

Rooting its statement in the teachings 
of the Old and New Testaments and the 
church’s confessional standards, the As- 
sembly in adopting the paper made 
it clear that ministers are to live and 
speak in the tradition of freedom for 
the pulpit. It is recognized, however. 
that there can be no binding of conscience 
either for minister or laymen. The report 
says: 

“If the ministry of our church is to be 
anything more than the priestly preserva- 
tion of tradition, it must involve not only 
the proclaiming of the ‘Good News’ of the 
gospel, but also something of a prophetic 
nature, in that each minister, feeling the 
burden of the Lord upon his heart, must 
speak forth ‘Thus saith the Lord.’ 

“The Scriptures, the Book of Church 
Order, and the Confession of Faith do not 
warrant the dictation by session or con- 
gregation to an ordained minister as to 
how he shall interpret the message of 
salvation and its application to life.” 

If a minister is felt to be out of har- 
mony with the accepted guides, then the 
presbytery is the place where an appeal 
should be made. 

At the same time the Assembly points 
to certain restraints where ministers 
should recognize the need: 

“... to speak boldly, yet with humility; 
to take a position without emphasizing it 
out of proportion to its proper place; to 
teach persuasively; to maintain the au- 
thority of the Word of God without claim- 
ing infallibility in interpreting it. The 
minister should speak in love. ... 

“The members of a congregation, and 
particularly the officers, should avoid tak- 
ing offense at the faithful preaching of 
the whole word of God. The Scriptures 
contain much to disturb us as well as 
much to comfort us. Even in the lives of 
earnest Christians there are areas of 
thought and conduct that are still not in 
harmony with the teachings of the Scrip- 
tures in the mind of Christ. Instruction 
and admonition by the minister are used 
by the Holy Spirit to lead us into ‘all 
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truth,’ and to contribute to our growth in 
grace.” 

Robert Moody Holmes, Selma, Ala., 
attempted to make an amendment in line 
with his feeling: “I don’t think we have 
the right to label our political and eco- 
nomic and social opinions as the Word 
of God.” His amendment, however, was 
defeated. 

On the final day of the Assembly 
everything was pointing toward the 
Christian Relations report which, accord- 
ing to all information, had a minority 
and a majority report. Other reports 
took up little time as the way was cleared 
for what was considered to be the major 
consideration of the Assembly. 


Church Extension 

President Marshall W. Brown, Pres- 
byterian College (S. C.), gave the Church 
Extension report showing that 565 new 
churches have been organized in the past 
ten years, with a present membership of 
93,000, or 14% of the total number of 
churches and 11% of the total member- 
ship. These churches are new contribut- 
ing approximately $8,750,000 a year to 
the total work of the church. 

It was pointed out that because of de- 
layed reports the record of new congre- 
gations started last year should be 
changed from 51 to 65. 

Despite increasing demands on Church 
Extension resources, it was pointed out 
that there is a declining proportion of 
total giving going to this cause. While 
the Assembly’s budget has increased 78% 
in six years, the amount of funds for 
Church Extension has increased only 
36%. Actually, it is said, the entire 
church is giving proportionately less to 
the total task at all levels than at the 
beginning of the decade. Dr. Miller, the 
executive secretary, declared the evening 
before that additional funds above the 
existing budgets would be needed to the 
extent of $2,500,000 a year for the next 
ten years to meet expansion demands. 

The report and recommendations as 
urged by the Board of Church Extension 
(OuTLooK, Apr. 21) were adopted. 

Presbytery committees are urged to 
survey needs and seize opportunities for 
a Presbyterian witness in inner-city 
areas. 
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Presbyterians who live in areas where 
the Protestant Hour is not broadcast over 
radio stations were urged to see if this 
cannot be scheduled. 

More overtures had been addressed to 
the General Assembly urging erection of 
a division on the industrial ministry seek- 
ing to reach opportunities among labor- 
ing people than on any other topic before 
the Assembly (OuTLooK, March 24). 
The standing committee recommended 
and the Assembly adopted without dis- 
cussion reference of this matter to the 
Board of Church Extension for a rec- 
ommendation next year. 


Minister and His Work 


J. Malcolm Murchison, Concord, N. 
C., reported for the standing committee 
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AT TABLE—(I. to r.) Wm. M. Ramsay, Pa- 
ducah, Ky.: H. L. Gladney, Thomasville, Ga.; 
Fred R. Stair, Hickory, N. C.; Col. Joe M. 
Moore, Lewisburg, W. Va.; and Louis H. 
Lancaster, Jr., missionary to Japan. 


on the Minister and His Work, approv- 
ing the report submitted by the permanent 
committee (OuTLooK, March 17). The 
committee had already opposed the 
change from a commission to a committee 
on the Minister and His Work in the 
presbytery, but this had been defeated. 

In connection with the statement 
adopted on ‘‘freedom of the pulpit” the 
committee recommended and the Assem- 
bly approved a recommendation that this 
be read to the session of each church by 
the clerk of the session and that it also 
be read to the congregations. 

The Assembly made it clear, in con- 
nection with a previous inquiry, that 
any change in the official call to the min- 
ister must be approved by the congrega- 
tion and the presbytery, and that these 
changes must be presented directly to the 
presbytery for approval or through the 
Commission on the Minister and His 
Work to the presbytery. 


Women’s Work 


Members of the staff and other leaders 
in the program of Women’s Work were 
presented by Mrs. L. M. McCutchen, the 
executive secretary, after she was intro- 
duced by the standing committee chair- 
man, John Olert, Jr., St. Joseph, Mo. 
One point in the report was stressed, 


showing that where circle membership is 
no more than 15, such circles record a 
much higher interest through regular at- 
tendance. The total program and leader- 
ship of Women’s Work was vigorously 
commended and approved by the Assem- 
bly “for their progressive leadership.” 

In her presentation Mrs. McCutchen 
stressed two points in the annual report 
(OuTLOoK, Apr. 7). Urging the neces- 
sity that women shall discover their place 
in the ministry of believers and that the 
church may discover the potential of 
women and give them the freedom to par- 
ticipate more fully in its program. 

There was no discussion on the floor, 
but four elders and one minister on the 
standing committee recorded their names 
in opposition to the recommended list 
of new board members. It was under- 
stood that this opposition within the com- 
mittee had been voiced to the election to 
Mrs. W. K. Brown, Nashville, Tenn., 
who is a Negro. There have been, or 
presently are, staff members who are Ne- 
groes and there are Negroes who are 
members of Assembly and other boards 
or agencies. 


Christianity and Health 

J. Martin Singleton, Oklahoma City, 
gave the report on Christianity and 
Health which was adopted as presented 
by the permanent committee and with- 
out discussion (OUTLOOK, March 10). 

The report is to be printed and dis- 
tributed from the Assembly’s office and 
copies will be made available without 
cost especially for distribution to phy- 
sicians in the congregations. 

Morton H. Smith of Jackson, Miss., 
sought to introduce new business for the 
Assembly’s consideration, but the Mod- 
erator was sustained in not allowing it 
to be offered. Mr. Smith explained 
that he wished to have the Assembly re- 
affirm the “faith of the fathers,” in view 
of earlier statements that had been made 
in the General Assembly. 


Christian Relations 


At 11:25 a.m., Fred R. Stair, Hickory, 
N. C., began the presentation of the long- 
awaited report on Christian Relations. 
The committee was divided 21-12 with 
another elder later adding his name to 
the minority from the floor of the Assem- 
bly. This minority was composed of three 
ministers and ten elders. The ministers 
were R. Moody Holmes, Selma, Ala., 
Morton H. Smith and John Reed Miller, 
Jackson, Miss., the latter serving as 
chairman of the minority group. 

The elders were: Ala.: Grady Self, 
Birmingham; Miss.: A. A. Spencer, Ya- 
zoo City, Ben A. Bogy, Jr., Rosedale; 
H. P. Daggett, West Point; N. Car.: H. 
P. Cathey, Charlotte; S. Car.: John L. 
Pursley, York; W. M. Bonner, Moncks 
Corner; Va.: M. A. Fowlkes, Peters- 
burg; Hughes K. Reveley, Natural 
Bridge; W. Va.: H. P. Musser, Jr., 
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Charleston. 

The minority report was defeated 288- 
124 and the majority report was adopted, 
calling for these measures: 

(1) Adoption of the report of the Coun- 
cil on Christian Relations (OUTLOOK, 
March 17, 24), and calling for its wide 
distribution and study among the 
churches. 

(2) A change in the location of the 
Christian Relations program with trans- 
fer from the Board of Church Extension, 
erection of a permanent committee on this 
topic, and establishment of a Division of 
Christian Action with a director or sec- 
retary in the Board of Christian Educa- 
tion. This officer was made an ex-officio 
member of the permanent committee on 
Christian Relations so as to provide 
contacts. 

(3) Overtures addressed to the Assem- 
bly seeking abolition of the Christian 
Relations program were answered in the 
negative. 

(4) Enoree Presbytery’s request, seek- 
ing to have executive secretaries use “ex- 
treme care and diligence” in the choice of 
conference speakers, was answered in the 
negative and the Assembly reaffirmed 
confidence in the wisdom, discretion and 
devotion of the secretaries and boards. 

(5) A Potomac Presbytery overture 
sought action by the Assembly to sustain 
and support ministers “involved in diffi- 
culties in the matter of racial relation- 
ships.” Daily newspaper reports indi- 
cated that this was answered in the nega- 
tive, which it was, but the Assembly’s 
action declared that adequate statements 
are already in hand, referring to Con- 
fession of Faith, Chapter 22, “Of Chris- 
tian Liberty and Liberty of Conscience,” 
paragraph 4, page 121; and in the Book 
of Church Order, Part 1, “Form of Gov- 
ernment,” Chapter 25; “The Ordination 
and Installation of Ministers,” Para- 
graph 140; “Question for Ordination,” 
No. 6 and 7; Paragraph 141, “Questions 
to Congregations,” Nos. 2, 3 and 4. In 
these the substance of what was sought 
by Potomac Presbytery is dealt with. 

(6) The possible use of church prop- 
erty in efforts to evade the decrees of the 
Supreme Court in regard to the public 
schools was the subject of overtures from 
Lexington and Montgomery Presbyteries 
as they asked the Assembly’s attitude on 
the use of such property. The reply was 
that the Assembly does not regard it 
proper for church facilities to be used 
with this intention. 

In dealing with the use of the property 
the report said: 

“Our church has traditionally recog- 
nized the separation of church and state, 
and the responsibility of the Session to 
determine the use of the property and 
facilities of the local church. 

“Chapter 13, paragraph 60, Book of 
Church Order, affirms the original] juris- 
diction of the Session over a single church, 
but also sets forth clearly that the lower 


courts are subject to the review and con- 
trol of the higher courts, in regular grada- 
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tion, and that the Session is not a separate 
and independent tribunal.” 


The Confession of Faith, Chapter 22, 
“Of Christian Liberty and Christian 
Conscience,” paragraph 4, was read in 
this connection. 

“. . . The powers which God hath or- 
dained and the liberty which Christ hath 
purchased, are not intended by God to 
destroy, but mutually to uphold and pre- 
serve one another; they who, upon pre- 
tence of Christian liberty, shall oppose 
any lawful power, or the lawful exercise 
of it, whether it be civil or ecclesiastical, 
resist the ordinance of God. And for their 
publishing of such opinions, or maintain- 
ing of such practices, as are contrary to 
the light of nature, or to the known prin- 
ciples of Christianity, whether concerning 
faith, worship, or conversation; or such 
erroneous opinions or practices, as, either 
in their own nature, or in the manner of 
publishing or maintaining them, are de- 
structive to the external peace and order 
which Christ hath established in the 
church: they may lawfully be called to 
account, and proceeded against by the cen- 
sures of the church.” 


Minority Report 

In its report, the minority group 
charged that the Council on Christian 
Relations has concentrated its attention 
on matters that are essentially secular in 
nature and only incidentally related to 
the function or mission of the church as 
a religious institution. It was quoted 
from the Confession of Faith that ‘“‘syn- 
ods and councils are to handle nothing 
but that which is ecclesiastical and are 
not to intermeddle with civil affairs. . . .” 

The report called for an affirmative 
answer to all the overtures seeking aboli- 
tion of the Council on Christian Rela- 
tions, it favored the use of churches if 
necessary for segregated public schools; 
it said the Christian Relations program 
has given “needless offense to many loyal 
and intelligent members of the church by 
asserting, as matters of fact, propositions 
which are obviously only matters of the- 
ory or partisan opinion’; it referred to 
the original principle enunciated by the 
church in its formation in revolt against 
a summons to support the Federal gov- 
ernment in 1861. 

Instead of what was proposed by the 
majority, the minority asked for estab- 
lishment of a permanent committee on 
Christian Relations ‘to make periodic 
surveys of the conditions existing in 
homes, in business, industrial and social 
life, in local communities, in the general 
areas served by the Southern Presbyte- 
rian Church and in the world at large, 
which may adversely affect the moral and 
spiritual welfare of individuals, congre- 
gations and communities, or the peace, 
purity and progress of the church, and to 
make any reports to the Assembly.” Re- 
ports should be received only as informa- 
tion and only the recommendations con- 
sidered for adoption, though it provided 
that, if the Assembly desired, it could 
refer such reports to the church-at-large 
for study. 


TUESDAY AFTERNOON 


The respective chairmen of these 
groups had previously agreed to a 45- 
minute limit for discussion on each side 
of the question. Judge Leon F. Hen- 
dricks, Jackson, Miss., was the first 
speaker supporting the minority. He said 
a corporate body cannot give authorita- 
tive pronouncements on matters of state; 
intervention in secular affairs impairs 
the effectiveness of the church; if we sub- 
ject ourselves to a governing body on a 
matter that involves individual respon- 
sibility, we are ascribing to that body an 
infallibility it does not have. He said 
that the province of church and state are 
perfectly distinct, as he read from early 
records of the church. 





J. Reed Miller Loon F Mendiicks 


Milton N. Thomas, Hissop, Ala., 
spoke with deep feeling, comparing him- 
self, coming from the hills of Alabama, 
to the prophet Amos from the hills of 
Tekoa. He said attempts were being 
made by a certain few in Washington to 
take away ‘“‘our legal rights.” He said 
the prophet Balaam took sides with the 
wrong crowd. Today there are wolves 
wearing sheep’s clothing. As for segre- 
gation, he asked, who first commanded it 
to be practiced? No other than God him- 
self. We people of Alabama are not 
going to tolerate this. We are asked to 
take into our churches people who as a 
race are no better than the people of 
Sodom and Gomorrah. It is the poli- 
ticians who are involved in this and the 
NAACP which is dominated by the Com- 
munists. This movement, he said, is 
going to disrupt our churches and work 
a hardship on both races. 

James Finch, Hattiesburg, Miss., also 
supported the minority, saying he did 
not propose to discuss the situation from 
a Scriptural standpoint, that he felt in- 
adequate to deal with it on that basis. 
He said the South represents a minority 
group in relation to the rest of the nation. 
Sometimes in the South, he said, there 
are leaders or spokesmen who are mis- 
guided, ill-informed, and sometimes dis- 
honest, who are seeking to change the 
traditions. He spoke of the NAACP as 
one of the most powerful pressure groups 
ever to be active in this country. He 
said he opened his wife’s mail before he 
left home—‘“because I was in a hurry to 
get away”—and found a pamphlet from 
the National Council of Churches which 
he denounced bitterly. He referred to 
Methodist Bishop Oxnam and his rela- 
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tionship to the Council with veiled in- 
sinuations which he did not clarify. The 
Christian Relations program, he said, is 
associated with a group of which Bishop 
Oxnam is a leader. The report on Chris- 
tian Relations does not express the grass- 
roots opinion of the church. We can live 
with Negroes in peace and harmony, but 
there is a serious problem in the south- 
ern church today. 

Our people are waiting back home for 
a message. I have been nothing but a 
Presbyterian, but if you want an honest 
opinion, I am a little bit tired of being 
called un-Christian and un-American for 
what I believe to be best for my South- 
land. 

Jules Vroon, Miami, Fla., said he had 
come originally from the Christian Re- 
formed Church and be believes there is 
not an area of life in which God may 
be left out of the picture. It is also neces- 
sary for the courts of the church to come 
back to what they were established for. 
He described his background in a system 
of Christian schools and he said the 
majority report had condemned such pri- 
vate schools, which was later denied by 
the chairman. He said, I don’t need the 
pronouncements of the august General As- 
sembly to tell me that the Supreme Court 
decisions are the law of the land. The 
Confession of Faith sets forth how we 
should conduct ourselves. I am surprised 
that there are so many in movements 
departing from the basis of our standards. 

First speaker for the majority report 
was John G. Parks, Jr., pastor of the 
First Church, Reidsville, N. C. (In his 
introductory words Mr. Parks appeared 
to be trying to make it clear that he had 
no relation to or sympathy for the mate- 
rial which had been mailed to the com- 
missioners from his city attacking the 
Christian Relations program.) Basing 
much of his talk on the statements to be 
found in the Confession of Faith, he said 
that while the courts of the church may 
make no laws binding one’s conscience, 
still the standards specify that a witness 
is to be borne both “within and without 
the pale of the church.” He said he knew 
of no social sin that is not also a moral 
sin. The Ten Commandments are deal- 

ing with relationships. The minority re- 
port stopped short in its quotation about 
“intermeddling with civil affairs’”—it 
might have referred to more direct rela- 
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tionships provided for in the rest of the 
sentence. 

One “principle” enunciated by the 
Council on Christian Relations and at- 
tacked by the minority had to do with the 
need to preserve and strengthen the pub- 
lic school system. Mr. Parks read from 
the Confession: 

“It is the duty of civil magistrates to 
protect the person and good name of all 
their people in such an effectual manner 
as that no person be suffered, either upon 
pretence of religion or infidelity, to offer 
any indignity, violence, abuse, or injury 
to any other person whatsoever; and to 
take order, that all religious and eccle- 
siastical assemblies be held without moles- 
tation or disturbance.” 

Where, he asked, did they get the au- 
thority to deal with the duty of civil 
magistrates ? 

Our church, he said, has taken a basic 
position on this question and it is going 
to be just as easy to have this changed 
as to have the Baptists accept sprinkling 
or the Methodists accept our “horrible” 
doctrine of predestination. 

William D. Bonis, Austin, Texas, a 
Hungarian, said our Christian fellowship 
transcends all man-made barriers. There 
was one fellowship in Germany that 
withstood the beastliness of Hitler. Hun- 
gary and Russia have seen challenges to 
this witness. Prejudice and discrimina- 
tion exist on a worldwide scale. Color is 
not the only factor, perhaps not the major 
one in this. No group can claim a spe- 
cial privilege before the cross of Christ 
because of racial or ethnic characteristics. 
Even if different races are a part of God’s 
creation, our common redemption draws 
all believers together. The Christian life 
and practice at the grass-roots level are 
in need of examination for they often 
reflect the pattern of segregation and 
sometimes defend it. These ethnic dif- 
ferences are secular. If we are to lead 
our society, rather than be led by it, we 
must view our own life and society under 
the light of the gospel. The clue to all 
of God’s dealings with his human family 
is to be found in the church. 

Another supporter of the majority was 
Edwin Walthall, Morrilton, Ark., who 
said the minority report seemed to sug- 
gest that we are more individuals than 
one body in Christ. Under this proposed 
program we would be scarcely speaking 
to each other much less to our time. 

R. D. Littleton, Hattiesburg, Miss., 
spoke for the minority. He said it was 
all right with him for these Christian 
Relations leaders to keep on expressing 
their views, but he thought they should 
do so at their own expense. Ninety-five 
per cent of the people in my region, he 
said, think just like I do. If you were 
down there living with us, facing the 
same conditions, you would come to the 
same conclusions we do. If Christian 
Relations, the General Assembly and the 
church literature continue making the 
same kinds of pronouncements, there will 
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be many churches in the Assembly that 
won’t use this literature. Furthermore, 
radicals can slip-in their literature and 
take away churches from the Assembly. 
The Assembly hasn’t tested what is the 
grass-roots sentiment on this question. 
What would Jesus do in my situation? 
I am facing a real situation. He passed 
by the court house and he went into the 
temple to clean it up. Negroes, he said, 
have beautiful lives, they are charming, 
they are the best of servants. He ap- 
pealed for the evangelism and education 
of Negroes. There is no Negro orphanage 
of any kind, he said. 

At this point Henry R. Mahler, Nash- 
ville, Tenn., arose to ask Mr. Littleton 
about his statement about 95% in his 
area. Did you not mean, he asked, 95% 
of the white people, because Negroes also 
are people? 

The Moderator disallowed the ques- 
tion and General Frazer of Hinesville, 
Ga., supported the majority, saying the 
church could not hide its head like an 
ostrich, that it must go forward and face 
the realities of the day. He said he did 
not speak for integration because he did 
not feel the time had come for integra- 
tion in the South, but that this was only 
one phase of the report. 

Charles A. Dorris, Deer Park, Texas, 
supported the majority, saying that insti- 
tutions exist only to the extent to which 
they are useful. Here is an opportunity 
to make a contribution and demonstrate 





Fred R. Stair 


W. E. McNair 


whether we Presbyterians have something 
for this nation or not. 

W. Edward McNair, Atlanta, declared 
that the gospel of Jesus Christ is relevant 
everywhere; the church is the body of 
Christ, and so it is the instrument of 
Christ; it is utterly unthinkable that we 
would curtail any agency of the church 
that is seeking to put the gospel of Christ 
to work everywhere. 

Since the minority supporters had 
used-up practically all of their time, W. 
A. Gamble, Hollandale, Miss., used five 
of six remaining minutes. He said the 
minority paper sounded a note we have 
been needing for years. He said it repre- 
sented a compromise. Some of the liter- 
ature has been making an emphasis on 
social gespel things and we are just tired 
of it. One other speaker, David E. Ham- 
ilton, Pensacola, Fla., used the final 
minute to say that not to adopt the 
minority report would make the present 
division deeper. 

Albert J. Kissling, Jacksonville, Fla., 
described the minority report as philo- 
sophically unsound, un-Biblical, as false 
in the interpretation of the work of the 
church, as contradictory in its own sub- 
stance because it appears later to be ask- 
ing for what it condemns so strongly. 
The voice of the church, he said, is 
needed in this crucial situation. 

James E. Fogartie, Charlotte, N. C., 
supported the majority, saying the gospel 
is not divided; we cannot say that all is 
well in Zion when we know that it is 
not. 

Walter A. Bennett, Dallas, Texas, said 
the issue is not one of race relationships 
or segregation; it has to do with the 
spiritual conception of the church. Does 
the church have a right to make a pro- 
nouncement? We are not seeking to force 
something on anybody, but we must make 
our witness. 

The question was called. 

Before the chairmen of the respective 
committees could make their final state- 
ments, Stuart Currie, Charlotte, N. C., 
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arose on a point of order to ask the Mod- 
erator’s permission to correct certain 
statements which had been made by 
supporters of the minority. The honor 
of the church, he said, is at stake with 
the wide reporting and recording of 
this debate. It is a matter of conscience, 
he said, that his protest be entered, in 
view of the statements in the standards 
of the church forbidding ‘‘all prejudicing 
of the truth, and the good name of our 
neighbors, as well as our own, especially 
in public judicature, . . . undue silence 
in a just cause, and holding our peace 
when ipiquity calleth for either a reproof 
from ourselves, or complaint to others.” 
He said he would not like for some of 
the charges which had been made to go 
unchallenged. 

The Moderator disallowed further ef- 
forts because he said the involvement 
would become too great. 


John Reed Miller said in his final 
comment he did not want the church to 
remain silent or put its head in the sand. 
He said he was concerned with whether 
the statements are in accord with the 
church’s standards. 

In his concluding words Mr. Stair said 
the majority report is a clear, concise, 
church-centered statement. The church 
is in the world to serve, to save and to 
reconcile. The proposed statements do 
not give rules but principles. 

Before the vote was taken a season of 
prayer was engaged in, led by former 
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Moderator W. E. Price. The standing 
vote showed 288-124 to reject the minor- 
ity report. 

At this point the Moderator said that 
after consultation he had felt that Mr. 
Currie should be heard as to the basis of 
his complaint. Mr. Currie referred to 
the statements of Mr. Finch which he 
said, in his judgment, were slurring and 
deprecatory and by innuendo made se- 
rious charges against Methodist Bishop 
Oxnam. He said such charges should be 
specified and proven or withdrawn and 
apologized for. Mr. Finch arose with a 
paper in his hand which those sitting 
nearby said carried a symbol of hammer 
and sickle used on a widely-circulated 
pamphlet attacking the National Council 
of Churches. Mr. Finch said he was 
prepared to comply with Mr. Currie’s 
request, but the Moderator said the pro- 
cedure could not be followed at this time 
and he urged that the matter be dropped. 

John Reed Miller again attempted to 
weaken the report by having it received 
as information, but the Assembly rejected 
his motion. 


Amendment 

An amendment was offered in the clos- 
ing minutes by John A. MacLean, Mel- 
bourne, Fla., asking Christian Relations 
leaders to give attention to all viewpoints 
from both ministers and laymen in their 
studies and reports. He said that he was 
convinced it would be a mistake not to 
make all Christian concessions that can 
be made to those holding views opposite 
to that expressed by the Assembly. He 
urged the recognition of different cultures 
and stressed the danger of widening the 
breach between groups in the church. His 
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amendment, he said, was in order to 
reassure people of the good intentions of 
the church and to serve as an admoni- 
tion to the Christian Relations leaders. 
The amendment was not discussed and 
the vote was put quickly and was adopted 
with only a few voices in opposition. 


Lardner W. Moore, missionary to 
Japan, offered an amendment which was 
accepted in regard to the support of the 
United Nations so that the resolution was 
made to read: 

“That church members be urged to in- 
form themselves and lend their support 
to the United Nations and such organiza- 
tions as are instruments of cooperation 
and goodwill in the world according to 
the Spirit of Christ.” 

The final vote on the majority report 
was taken by voice and was not counted. 

The Assembly spent its concluding 
moments in expressing thanks to many 
people in the Charlotte area who had 
contributed to its comfort and efficiency 
during the days of its meeting and was 
led in the final order of worship by Oliver 
Carmichael, of Tallahassee, Fla. 


Assembly Notes... 


Commissioners to the Charlotte Assem- 
bly were high in their praise of the host 
church and Charlotte people generally for 
their entertainment. Hotel and meeting 
arrangements were probably more con- 
venient than at any previous Assembly. 


* * * 


Since the 1948 Assembly in Atlanta 
each church that has been host to the 
Assembly has appeared to try to outdo the 
last one in providing a variety of be- 
tween-meal snacks for the Assembly. 
There was no doubt about a record being 
set in Charlotte with the greatest variety 
of hot and cold drinks and eats. A sur- 
prising and popular addition: crates of 
apples. 

es s 


The Davidson College campus and 
equipment impressed the commissioners 
on their evening visit to that institution. 
Next morning the Charlotte papers an- 
nounced that a $400,000 challenge grant 
had been made to Davidson by Charles 
A. Dana, of Greenwich, Conn. The funds 
will be used to build a new science build- 
ing if the college can raise an estimated 
$500,000 to $600,000 additional. 
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LIVING BY GOD'S LAWS 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for May 25, 1958 
Background Scripture, Deuteronomy 6, 11. Print 6:1-3; 11:18-21 


God’s laws are nature’s law, or, as we 
might say, nature’s laws are God’s laws. 
God’s laws are nature’s Jaws because they 
have been written into the very constitu- 
tion of the universe. Nature’s laws are 
God’s laws, because written into the con- 
stitution of the universe, they have been, 
and could only have been so written by 
God himself. 

There is a sense therefore in which 
man does not and cannot “break” God’s 
laws; he can only break himself upon 
these laws by disregarding them. 

This, in somewhat different language, 
is what “Moses” sought to impress upon 
the people as they were encamped in the 
plains of Moab, waiting for an oppor- 
tunity to cross the Jordan into the Prom- 
ised Land. We write ‘“Moses” in quota- 
tion marks because the recognized schol- 
ars of the church now hold that Deu- 
teronomy was written by a group of Re- 
formers who wished to preserve the les- 
sons growing out of the reforms attempted 
by King Hezekiah in the 8th century 
B.C. The three addresses which compose 
the bulk of the book were attributed to 
Moses because they were based on the 
traditions of what Moses had said and 
done, and were what Moses would wish 
to have said to the people of the time. 
This, we might add, was accepted literary 
procedure in the ancient world. Dr. 
Cartledge in his very helpful book, A 
Conservative Introduction to the Old 
Testament, comments: 

“Whoever the author of Deuteronomy 
was and whenever it might have been 
written, the book is full of the very highest 
type of moral precepts. It occupies a most 
prominent part in God’s revelation of his 
will for his chosen people. . . . Our Lord 
frequently made use of it; all three of his 
answers to Satan at the time of the temp- 
tation were taken from this great book.” 

Our lesson this week is taken from the 
second of the three great discourses and 
deals with God’s law and its place in the 
nation’s life. We can develop the theme 
under three heads: 


l. The Goal 


The goal is freedom from want and 
freedom from fear. Moses was speaking 
before these slogans had been coined, but 
the idea is the same. The basic theme 
running through this second address is 
found in 6:1-3: ‘Now this is the com- 
mandment (singular as in the rsv), the 
statutes and the ordinances which the 
Lord your God commanded me to teach 
you... .” The word “commandment”’ 
may here be translated as ‘“‘charge”—it 
is elaborated in chapters 6:11; the stat- 
utes and the ordinances—an attempt to 
apply the Ten Commandments, found in 
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chapter 5, to the practical problems fac- 
ing Israel at the time—are found in 
chapters 12-26. But the purpose of them 
all, the basic charge or commandment as 
well as the specific statutes and ordi- 
nances, is that the present and every 
succeeding generation may learn to rever- 
ence (or fear) God and that this rev- 
erence may show itself in obedience. And 
the obedience is to be rendered in order 
that their days may be prolonged and that 
“it may go well with you, and that you 
may multiply greatly, as the Lord, the 
God of your fathers, has promised you, 
in a land flowing with milk and honey.” 

There are some people who think that 
religion should not be concerned with 
such mundane matters. But to the Old 
Testament prophets the earth and its 
fruits were God’s gifts to his people— 
if only they fulfilled the conditions which 
he required for their enjoyment. 

Two basic freedoms are included in 
the promise which Moses proceeds to 
elaborate: 

1. Freedom from want. The Israelites 
wanted to be free from the spectre of 
want which had haunted them in the 
wilderness, to have enough food for 
themselves and for their children. 

“If you will obey my commandments 
which I command you this day, to love 
the Lord your God, and to serve him with 
all your heart and with all your soul, he 
will give the rain for your land in its 
season, ... that you may gather in your 
grain and your wine and your oil. And 
he will give grass in your fields for your 
eattle, and you shall eat and be full” 
(11:13-15). 

Is this a proper goal? Of course. We 
express it differently because our civiliza- 
tion is different, urban rather than rural, 
industrial rather than agricultural. But 
we too desire that our own nation may be 
prosperous. And we are coming to see 
ever more clearly that America cannot 
enjoy prosperity alone; that our own se- 
curity is endangered unless other peoples 
have some hope for economic sufficiency. 
Enlightened self-interest—if nothing else 
—bids us to extend economic aid as far 
as that is practicable. 

2. A second fundamental need of man- 
kind is freedom from fear—in particular, 
that const-nt fear of invasion, of con- 
stantly-recurring war. And Moses held 
out that hope for the Israelites along 
with the other. True, they must first 
conquer their homeland. But then, if they 
fulfilled the proper conditions, God 
would make them invincible, they and 
their children would dwell in the land 
“which the Lord swore to your fathers to 
give them as long as the heavens are 
above the earth” (11:21). 


Though conditions have changed, 
though our desire is to live peacefully in 
a land which our fathers conquered long 
ago from the Indians, the basic ideal is 
still the same. We cannot rest until we 
feel that our shores are secure from at- 
tack. And here too we are coming to 
perceive ever more clearly that peace is 
one and indivisible, that no nation is safe 
until all nations are safe. It is our 
earnest prayer and hope that somehow 
our statesmen may find a way in which 
to end a nuclear armaments race that 
may well end in disaster for all mankind. 


ll. The Way 


Moses lays down two conditions for 
the achievement of this two-fold aim. 
The first —one which he repeats over and 
over again—is to “keep all the com- 
mandments which I command thee this 
day” (cf. 11:8, 13, 18, 22). The com- 
mandments refer to the entire Mosaic 
legislation given us in the Book of Deu- 
teronomy, commandments summed up by 
Jesus in the two great commandments— 
love toward God and man. 

But it is not enough for the people 
themselves to keep the divine command- 
ments, they must also teach them to 
their children. 

This two-fold duty, and the relation of 
the one to the other, are impressed upon 
the people unforgettably in 11:18-20. It 
includes five injunctions: 

(1) “You shall therefore lay up these 
words of mine in your heart and in your 
soul.” In our popular speech the heart 
is the seat of the emotions. With the 
Hebrews it was also the organ of thought, 
the psychical center of memory as well 
as love. Moses tells the Israelites, there- 
fore, that they must know the law and 
love it. As George Adam Smith says, 
“They must commit it to memory with 
a conscience to do it.” The fundamental 
principles of the law must be wrought 
into the settled disposition of the soul 
and into the habits of life through obe- 
dience. 

(2) “You must bind them on your 
hand as a sign and they must be worn on 
your forehead as a mark” (American 
Translation). The Jews thought that 
Moses was giving them a rule to be liter- 
ally observed. To carry out this injunc- 
tion they put little slips of parchment, 
on which a summary of the law was writ- 
ten, in leather pouches fixed to a band. 
One of these phylacteries, as they are 
called in the New Testament, was worn 
on the left arm turned toward the heart, 
and the other between the eyebrows, at 
morning and evening prayers. Orthodox 
Jews still use them in the same way. This 
may be carrying out the letter of Moses’ 
law, but the spirit is something else. Un- 
doubtedly Moses meant that the law 
should govern the views and the acts of 
the people of God. 


(3) “You shall teach them to your 
children.”’ The word here for “teach” is 
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a very strong one. It means “make these 
words incisive and impress them upon 
your children; rub them in.” Moses 
wishes the Hebrew parents to realize their 
own responsibility. They cannot dele- 
gate their task to other hands. They 
themselves must teach Moses’ word dili- 
gently (according to 6:7) to their chil- 
dren. 

(4) “Talking of them when you are 
sitting in your house and when you are 
walking by the way, and when you lie 
down and when you rise up.” In other 
words, God’s fundamental law must be 
a theme of living interest at home and 
abroad at the beginning and end of every 
day. In this way Moses hoped that it 
would come in time consciously or un- 
consciously to mold all their actions. But 
that is not all. By talking of the law they 
would reveal its beauty and emphasize 
its importance to all with whom they 
came in contact. The children in the 
home would think more of God’s require- 
ment than they would if the talk revolved 
continually about money or scandal or 
the TV. 

(5) “And you shall write them upon 
the doorposts of your house and upon 
your gates.” This law also the Jews ob- 
served in the most literal fashion. They 
fixed a small metal case containing the 
inscribed parchment, as above, to the 
righthand doorpost of their houses and 
on their gates, which cases they touched 
or saluted upon their entrance and exit. 
With some Jews this little ceremony be- 
came an amulet for warding off evil. 
The little metal boxes had something of 
the significance of a horseshoe put up 
over the door. The ceremony was in- 
tended however to remind them of the 
law, as they left the house for shop or 
field or market in the morning and as 
they entered the home at the close of the 
day. It was another indication that their 
whole life in the home and without it 
must be influenced by the thought of 
God and of his love. 

To sum up—the passage suggests that 
(1) parents themselves must know God’s 
Word: (2) that they must take the re- 
sponsibility for the religious instruction 
of their children; (3) they must give 
religion a vital part in the life of the 
home: (4) that they must allow their 
lives in the home and out of it to be 
moulded by love for God and love for 
man. 

The purpose of these injunctions in 
the passage before us is fourfold: 

First, “that you may be strong” 
(11:8). Observance of God’s laws makes 
for both physical and spiritual strength. 
Living selfish, indulgent lives inevitablv 
results in physical, mental, moral and 
spiritual weakness. 

“Israel would need strength for posses- 
sion of the land which God had given her, 
and God graciously revealed to them how 
strength might be their abiding posses- 


they should live day by day that such 
sion.” 
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The second purpose of Moses’ injunc- 
tion is that you may “go in and take 
possession of the land” (11:8, 22-25). 
There is a moral problem involved here 
in that the land was occupied by another 
people whose civilization was greater 
than that of Israel. We cannot discuss 
that problem at the present time. We 
should note, however, that Israel’s ex- 
ample under the Old Covenant does not 
justify a Christian nation’s action under 
the New. As a matter of fact, we cannot 
doubt but that religion strengthened Is- 
rael and enabled them to conquer their 
enemies, even as religion gave our fathers 
courage to brave the Atlantic and strength 
to conquer the wilderness. We do not 
believe today that Christian people have 
a right to take land belonging to other 
nations, but there are fields which we 
need to conquer. Religion does not prom- 
ise us success in any material line, but 
it does give us strength of will and char- 
acter and purpose and enables us to with- 
stand temptations that would weaken us 
in body or mind or soul. And not infre- 
quently it pays material dividends as 
well. 

The third purpose in Moses’ words 
is that the nation may enjoy economic 
prosperity (11:13-17). Professor Scctt 
points out that this is an appeal to ma- 
terialistic motives: 

“Let it be remembered, however, that 
the appeal is to the nation as whole, and 
that perhaps the most impressive way to 
present the worth of goodness to a nation 
is to emphasize its concrete and material 
results. After all, there is truth in the 
saying that good morality and pure reli- 
gion are good economics. ‘Seek first his 
Kingdom and his righteousness and all 
these things shall be added unto you,’ said 
Jesus; the position of Deuteronomy is 
very similar; reverence and love Jehovah 
for what he is; put his laws into daily 
practice and it shall be well with you.” 

There are many illustrations of this 
in history. Recent writers, for example, 
make much of the relation between Cal- 
vinism and capitalism. Calvinism is not 
responsible for the rise of capitalism, but 
it did produce the virtues—honesty, 
sobriety, and industry—which facilitated 
the accumulation of wealth. Nations, 
groups and individuals do “rise in the 
economic scale under the influence of 
religious discipline.” 

The fourth purpose of Moses’ injunc- 
tions is “that you may prolong your days 
in the land” (11:9, 21). This promise 
was borne out in Israel’s history. In days 
when religious faith was strong the na- 
tion itself was strong and able to with- 
stand her foes; when faith failed she fell 
an easy prey to their onslaughts. The 
chief rivals of Christianity today 
throughout the world are communism and 
nationalism, both of which appeal to re- 
ligious emotions, arouse a religious de- 
votion in their followers, and are effective 
substitutes for religion for large numbers 
of men. 

In his current book Masters of Deceit, 


J. Edgar Hoover writes: 

“What lesson can we as a society learn 
from the Communist Party’s methods of 
recruitment? Most important, I think, is 
to realize that the Communist Party igs 
attempting to exploit the rise of material- 
ism, irreligion and lack of faith in our 
society. In an era when moral standards 
have been lowered, when family life has 
been disrupted, when crime and juvenile 
delinquency rates are high, Communists 
have tried to set forth a goal—dressed in 
attractive phrases—that would captivate 
the longings and hopes of men and women, 
They have, in truth, tried to ‘steal’ the 
nobility, the fervor, the enthusiasm of a 
free government under God.” 

These faiths, communism and nation- 
alism, may indeed temporarily and even 
spectacularly increase the material wealth 
of the peoples concerned; at the same 
time they destroy the spiritual founda- 
tions on which Western Civilization has 
been built. Communism and nationalism 
as a religion therefore are not only the 
chief rivals of Christianity, but also the 
greatest menace to world peace and to 
world prosperity. The prosperity and 
peace of all peoples can only be secured 
when we have learned to build upon the 
universal laws of morality revealed in 
God’s Word. 

And so we face 


lll. The Choice 


“Behold I set before you this day a 
blessing and a curse” (11:26). 

This same decision is set before each 
of us as individuals. As Oxenham puts 
it: 

“Oft as he jogs along the 

Winding Way 

Occasion comes for every man 

to say, 

‘This road?’ or ‘That?’ And as 

he chooses then, 

So shall his journey end in 

Night or Day.” 

Nations, too, must make their choice. 
But whether it be the individual who 
chooses or the nation, the conditions in 
the last analysis are still the same: 

“The blessing, if you obey the command- 
ments of the Lord your God .. . and the 
curse, if you do not obey the command- 
ments of the Lord your God, but turn 
aside from the way which I command you 
... to go after other gods... .” 

Do these same divine commandments 
point the way to econemic prosperity and 
national security for America—the way 
to realize freedom from want and free- 
dom from fear, for our land and other 
lands? 

It does not provide a complete answer 
for the questions which are now before 
us. Obedience to God’s words must be 
implemented in political and economic 
action. It must find embodiment in con- 
crete and specific measures dealing with 
such matters as reciprocal trade agree- 
ments and economic aid to backward 
nations and halting steps toward dis- 
armament and the cessation of nuclear 
tests; in ways to insure moral sensitivity 
in economic and political affairs. Back 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE SOUTH IN THE REVOLUTION, 
1763-1789. By John Richard Alden. (Vol. 
3 in A History of the South, edited by 
Wendell Holmes Stephenson and E. Merton 
Coulter). Published by Louisiana State Uni- 
versity Press and the Littlefield Fund for 
Southern History of the University of Texas. 
442 pp., $7.50. 

When the last of the ten volumes of 
this projected series has been printed the 
South will have the fullest, most ambi- 
tious and up-to-date historical account of 
any region within the United States. The 
present volume, the seventh in the order 
of its appearance, covers the important 
period of the Revolution and its after- 
math—a period in which Southern lead- 
ers played a leading role. Four major 
themes demand the historian’s attention: 
the role of the Southerners (not yet gen- 
erally called by that name) in the strug- 
gle for independence; the rise of sectional 
controversies between North and South, 
which is as old as the nation; the in- 
ternal reformation below the Mason- 
Dixon line that proceeded from the contest 
with Great Britain; and the part taken 
by the South in the making of the Fed- 
eral Union formed after the close of 
the Revolution. 

Dr. Alden, professor of history in Duke 
University, the author of a number of 
other significant volumes, particularly of 
the Revolutionary period, believes that 
“the historian should present his find- 
ings as attractively as his materials, his 
abilities, and his energies permit.” 
Though not prepared specifically for the 
“general reader,” his book will appeal, 
in style as well as content, to all who 
are really historically minded. Some 
North Carolinians will be disappointed, 
no doubt, to find the so-called Mecklen- 
burg Declaration of Independence dis- 
missed in a curt footnote—‘“professional 
historians continue to lcok upon it as 
mythical.”” Many readers of this review 
will find themselves wishing with the 
writer that more attention had been given 
in this volume as in others of the series, to 
religion and the church. It is surpris- 
ing to read in the final sentence of the 


of all such efforts lie the moral convic- 
tions, the religious sentiments of the people 
themselves. The ends which ancient Is- 
rael sought, the.ends which men of good- 
will everywhere seek today, depend finally 
on our obedience to God’s Word—and on 
our success in transmitting this to our 
children. 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 
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ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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book that “early all Southerners have 
accepted with Robert E. Lee the verdict 
of Appomattox, and offer fidelity to that 
larger nation for which Jefferson, Madi- 
sons, the Rutledges, and the Pinckneys, 
and a host of other Southern leaders, 
together with Southern planters, mer- 
chants and plain folk, in alliance and 
comradeship with their brethren above 
the Mason-Dixon line, laid the founda- 
tions.” The “nearly all” I would think 
to be a misleading understatement. Be 
that as it may, the series as a whole, 
and this volume in particular can be and 
is highly commended to everyone inter- 
ested in the role of the South in the his- 
tory of the nation. 
ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


Introducing the New Testament. Archi- 
bald M. Hunter. Westminster Press, Phila- 
delphia. $3. 

The Gospel of the Incarnation. George 
S. Hendry. Westminster Press, Philadel- 
phia. $3.75. 

To Plow with Hope. Donald K. Faris. 
Harper & Bros., N. Y. $3.75. 
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Into the Valley with Greg. Temple Mc- 
Affee Young. Greenwich Book Publishers, 
N. Y. $2. 

Jeremiah, Prophet of Courage and Hope. 
J. Philip Hyatt. Abingdon Press, Nashville, 
$2. 

Leading in Public Prayer. Andrew W. 
Blackwood. Abingdon Press, Nashville. $3. 

What Jesus Really Taught. Clarence E. 
Macartney. Abingdon Press, Nashville. 
$2.50. 

Jesus’ Promise to the Nations. Joachim 
Jeremias. Alec R. Allenson, Inc., Naper- 
ville, Ill. $1.75, paper. 

Learning to Listen. Grosvenor Cooper. 
University of Chicago Press, Chicago. $5. 

Learning to Look. Joshua C. Taylor. 
University of Chicago Press, Chicago. $4.50. 
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These 15 powerful sermons 
dramatize for today the eter- 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
Presbyterian, U. S. 

W. D. Morriss from Winnsboro, La., 
to 3580 Spottswood, Memphis 11, Tenn. 

Wm. T. Kennon from St. Louis, Mo., 
to 305 Kenwood Dr., Louisville 14, Ky., 

May 30. 

Scott Yorke Pharr, formerly of Kinston, 
N. C., has become pastor of the newly- 
organized Christ church, Norfolk, Va. 

Thomas O. Hall, formerly of Indian 
Valley, Va., has become pastor of the 
Goshen, Va., church. 

Marion H. Currie will become pastor 
of the First church, Hamlet, N. C., in 
June, 

Correction: The address of Andrew A. 
Jumper is 6926 Wildgrove, Dallas 14, 
Texas. 








Presbyterian, U.P.-USA 


Charles F. Unger from Pearl River, 
N. Y., to Oak Tree Rd., Rt. 1, South 
Plainfield, N. J., June 1. 

Jack H. Boelens from Washington, D. 
C., to the Wheaton church, Paul Dr., and 
Church Lane, Wheaton, Md. 

John J. Yarkovsky from Binghampton, 
N. Y., to 1609 Witherill St., Endicott, 
N. Y. 

Wliliam H. Gray, Jr., Wysox, Pa., has 
become assistant pastor of the Old First 
church, Newark, N. J. 

Michael Klinoff, Irvington, N. J., has 
been called to the West Pittston, Pa., 
church. 

John W. Purnell, formerly of Johns- 
town, Pa., is becoming assistant pastor 
of the First church, Greensburg, Pa. 





Columbia Theological 
Seminary 


Decatur, Ga. 


Graduate Summer School 
August 5-29, 1958 


Courses in 
English Bible, New Testament, 
Old Testament and Theology 
Proressors CARTLEDGE, FUHRMANN, 


GutTzke, and J. G. S. S. THomson 


Summer Language School 
July 16-September 6, 1958 


Intensive Courses in Greek 
and Hebrew 


ProFessors CARTLEDGE and THOMSON 


t Rec ded 


Early Enroll 





Address inquiries to: 


Dean S. A. Cartledge 








Bulletin 


PATTERSON TO NCC 


S. J. (“Jap”) Patterson, who has 
headed Presbyterian, U. S., Men’s Work 
since 1940, will become director of, the 
department of United Church Men for 
the National Council of Churches effec- 
tive this summer. (A complete story will 
appear here next week.) 

The chief executive of United Church 
Women, Mrs. W. Murdoch MacLeod, 
went to that post from the staff of Pres- 
byterian, U. S., Women’s Work. 


CAMPUS NEWS 


COMMENCEMENT SPEAKERS 

Speakers announced for the approach- 
ing commencement season are listed be- 
low. Numbers indicate: (1) Baccalau- 
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J. Calvin Reid 
Robt. H. Meneilly 


Editorial Appraisal of 
the Charlotte Assembly 
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reate preachers; 
speakers; (3) others. 
PRESBYTERIAN, U. S. 

Assembly’s Training School—(1) Frankl Be 
H. Caldwell, Louisville Seminary presi- 2 
dent, May 18; (2) Halbert M. Jones, Law 
rinburg, N. C., May 19; (3) John L. Fairly, 7 
Laurinburg, N. C., May 19, dedication of 
new buildings. 7 

Union Seminary in Virginia—(1) John 
A. T. Robinson, Cambridge University, 
May 18; (2) D. Maurice Allan, Hampden- 
Sydney College, May 20. 


(2) commencement © 
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